
 

 

Bishop Brian to lead a day of discussion, prayer & reflection 

When Pope Francis announced in 2015 that from December 8 last year until 
November 20 this year would be a Holy Year of Mercy, he emphasised ‘No-one can 
be excluded from God’s mercy’. He asked then how the church could ‘make more 
evident its mission to be a witness of mercy’. 

On Saturday, September 24, Bishop Brian is to hold a day of recollection for the 
Year of Mercy, asking us all to reflect on the year. 

The day will start at 11am at the cathedral in Oban and finish around 4pm with a 
shared meal. There will be a series of talks and Bishop Brian will discuss the theme 
initiated by Pope France ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful’.  

There will be a chance for quiet prayer and reflection, an opportunity for Confessions 
and then Mass, before the concluding meal. 

* If you plan to drive, can you offer a car share with other parishioners?  
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This Year of Mercy:  
A day of recollection  

Unity offers a warm welcome to Fr Tony Wood (here at his ordination in 
2013), who is to be our new neighbour at St Kieran’s. 
Fr Tony has been parish priest in Arisaig, and will take over in 
Campbeltown and Islay this month. 
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Loving farewell to Anne MacKay 
It was unexpected and therefore all the more shocking when in August we lost Anne 
MacKay.  We knew, however, that while we were grieving, Anne’s faith would have 
been fulfilled. 
Anne was a do-er – the picture here was taken at a St Margaret’s summer fete, but 
Unity could just as easily have shown her busy at a Christmas fair, behind the baking 
stall at a ZamScotEd coffee morning, or any parish event. She demonstrated at 
Faslane, was concerned about the refugees, and supported SCIAF. 
She was also a woman of prayer, a woman of great kindness, and quietly supported 

us all, however our lives played out. She had experienced many of life’s problems herself and understood our pain 
– and our joys. 
Those of us who share coffee in the Stag after Mass knew how well she could make us laugh (and sometimes cry) 
with stories of life growing up in the far north of Scotland.  
Anne’s loss reminded us that we are very much a family at St Margaret’s, and we are blessed to be so. The 
presence of so many people from other denominations at her Requiem Mass was also a reminder that we are 
blessed to have a sharing, ecumenical community in Mid Argyll. We are encouraged by Catholic Social Teaching to 
respect those of other faiths and denominations: Anne MacKay’s example helped us to put that into action. 

At the beginning of September, Pope Francis issued an Apostolic Letter in which he instituted 
a new ‘Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development’. A ‘dicastery’ (as we all know, 
of course) is a department of the Roman Curia, the administration of the Holy See through 
which the pope directs the Catholic Church. 
The new dicastery will come into effect from January 1, 2017, and at the same time, four 
Pontifical Councils dedicated to charity and to the promotion of human development will 
cease to exist. One of those will be Justice and Peace, which will be incorporated into to 
new institution. 
This would seem to be an updating of Pope Paul VI’s Populorum Progressio, which sought to 
encourage us all to put our faith into action to ensure dignity for all humankind (in itself a 
document that modernised late 19th century Catholic Social Teaching). 
One of the sections of the new dicastery is an expression of the Pope’s particular concern for 
refugees and migrants and his belief that today, we can’t have integral human development 
without paying special attention to the phenomenon of migration. 
His Holiness explained: ‘This Dicastery will be competent particularly in issues regarding 
migrants, those in need, the sick, the excluded and marginalised, the imprisoned and the 
unemployed, as well as victims of armed conflict, natural disasters, and all forms of slavery 
and torture.’ 
The work of Justice and Peace Scotland, like that of Justice and Peace organisations around 
the world, will evolve in a way that will be indicated by the new Dicastery, but supporters of 
Justice and Peace Scotland (see http://www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk/ , 
https://www.facebook.com/justiceandpeacescotland , and 
https://www.facebook.com/JusticeandpeaceArgyllandIsles/ ) will know that the areas 
covered by the new Dicastery are already its concerns. People in parishes around the diocese 
have expressed concern for these issues at Just Faith events, not least at St Margaret’s in 
Lochgilphead. 
* If you would like to work towards being part of this evolving work of the Church, contact 
Fr David or Marian Pallister, vice-chair of Justice & Peace Scotland. Can we set up a group 
this winter? 
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St Margaret’s 
Prayer Group 

 
 

 
 
 
What would I like to say about St Margaret’s Prayer Group? Simple – we would love if you 
could come along and join us! 

We meet on a Wednesday night at 7pm and it only lasts for an hour. What do we do? Nothing 
that you probably don’t already do at home, but we do it together and somehow that makes 
it special. 

We start with a prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to enter into our hearts. Then we sing a hymn. 
It’s funny, because so often someone will just open the book and there’s a hymn that’s seems 
just right for that night. Of course, sometimes we choose one that we don’t know the tune 
for, and if Fr David isn’t there, we say it instead of singing – sometimes that makes it even 
more meaningful. 

We then have a quiet time before the Lord. That’s quite special, because although we may 
have thought before the meeting about things or people we wanted to pray for, often it’s 
during that quiet time that something new might come to us. 

Then we have a time to pray. We have petition prayers for all the parish - for the sick, for 
anyone who has died that week, for any disasters that may have happened in the world. We 
pray for our community. There’s also a time to share our thoughts and to encourage one 
another. 

The one thing about the prayer group is that we all love the Lord and one another. Our love 
has grown for our parish and all our parishioners. 

It is a very easy and simple meeting and we would love for more people to join us. If you 
come along and don’t want to pray out loud, that’s OK – you don’t have to say anything. It is 
the Lord who guides us. It is His will that is done, not ours. 

We finish with a prayer and a hymn and we go home with love in our hearts – sometimes 
filled with the wonder of having our prayers answered.   
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Every Wednesday, St Margaret’s Prayer Group meets in the church at 7pm.  
Everyone is welcome. Here, Cathleen McFadden offers her own reflection on the 
group. 
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Diary dates 

Eco Congregation Scotland All-Argyll Gathering:  At Glencruitten House, Oban, on September 17  from 
10am to 3.30pm. There will be a number of speakers, worship and discussion. To book, contact 
coodinator@acocongregationscotland.org or phone 07950 244329.  
Fundraiser for Syria: September 24: An event to support the Syrians citizens under siege in Aleppo, and 
the civil defence workers and doctors who are there to help them. As this clashes with our Oban cathedral 
event, you can help by going to https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Karen-McCurry . If you aren’t able to 
be in Oban on the 24th, can you bake for the Hand in Hand for Syria event at the MS centre? Or enjoy cake 
and coffee from 11am. 
Year of Mercy – Day of recollection: 11am to 4.00pm at St Columba’s Cathedral, Oban (See P1) 
 

On-going 
St Margaret’s Prayer Group: Every Wednesday at 7pm at St Margaret’s. See P3. 
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September to December (Relief Eucharistic Minister: Cecelia Rees) 

 
Date Eucharist Ministers Readers Date Cleaners 

Sept 
4 
11 
18 
25 

 
D Bernt         M Mc Call 
P Connor      P Singal 
M Shaw         I Salmon 
C McFadden J McFadden 

 
E Salmon 
M Pallister 
C Lamont 
J McFadden 

Sept 
3 
10 
17 
24 

 
 K Welsh 
A Cumming 
K Goodchild 
A Martin 

Oct 
2 
9 
16 
23 
30 

 
D Bernt       M McCall 
P Connor     P Singal 
M Shaw       I Salmon 
C McFadden J McFadden 
D Bernt        M McCall 

 
J Green 
M McCall 
C Paddock 
R Ranger 
A McCartan 

October 
1 
8 
15 
22 
29 

 
M McClay 
D McLean 
A McCartan 
E McLachlan 
E Salmon 

November 
6 
13 
20 
27 

 
P Connor       P Singal 
M Shaw          I Salmon 
C McFadden J McFadden  
D Bernt         M McCall 

 
C Reese 
E Salmon 
M Pallister 
C Lamont 

November 
5 
12 
19 
26 

 
C McFadden 
J Malcolm 
K Welsh 
A Cumming 

December 
4 
11 
18 
25 

 
P Connor       P Singal 
M Shaw         I Salmon 
C McFadden J McFadden 
D Bernt          M McCall 

 
J McFadden 
J Green 
B Robins 
M McCall 

December 
3 
10 
17 
19----24 

 
 K Goodchild 
 A Martin 
 M McLay 
Christmas Clean to be arranged 

 
If you are unable to keep schedule please arrange your own swap and mark changes on the rota in the porch 


